




5. In connection with soliciting investments in the Citadel Mall Store, Respondent Soriano

states that the Citadel Mall Store was already making in excess of fifteen thousand dollars

($15,000T705
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16. Contrary to Respondent Soriano's representations, the Citadel Mall Store's actual

monthly profit was well b?low fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000).

17. Contrary to Respondent Soriano's representations, Respondent Soriano never opened the

Mount Pleasant Store for business.

18. Contrary to Respondent Soriano's representations, Respondent Soriano had simply

borrowed a key to the property she claimed was for the Mount Pleasant Store, and she

never held a lease agreement for it.

19. Contrary to Respondent Soriano's representations, Respondent Soriano never operated

additional businesses in Mount Pleasant or Summerville, South Carolina.

20. At no time relevant to the events stated herein was Respondent Soriano registered with

the Division as a broker-dealer, and no exemption from registration has been claimed.

21 . At no time relevant to the events stated herein were the securities at issue registered with

the Division or federal covered securities, and no exemption from regulation has been

claimed.

III. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

22. The South Carolina Uniform Securities Act of 2005, S.C. Code Ann. § 35-1-101, et seq.,

governs the offer and sale of securities in this State.

23. The investment opportuhities offered and sold by Respondent
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above-enumerated practices, which constitute violations of the Act, and pay an

appropriate civil penalty for her wrongdoing.

IV. CEASE AND DESIST ORDER

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 35-l-604(a)(l), it is hereby

ORDERED that:

a. Respondent Nicole M. Soriano (a/k/a Marie Soriano, d/b/a Looking 4 Local, LLC, d/b/a/

Looking 4 Local Gifts and More, LLC) CEASE AND DESIST from transacting

business in this State in violation of the Act; and

b. Respondent Nicole M. Soriano (a/k/a Marie Soriano, d/b/a Looking 4 Local, LLC, d/b/a/

Looking 4 Local Gifts and More, LLC) pay a civil penalty in the amount of one hundred

fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) if this Order becomes effective by operation of law, or,

if Respondent Soriano seeks a hearing and any legal authority resolves this matter, pay a

civil penalty in an amount not to exceed $10,000 for each violation of the Act by

Respondent Soriano, and the actual cost of investigation or proceeding.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §§ 35-1 -604(a)(2) and

(3), any exemption from registration with the Division upon which Respondent Soriano may

claim to rely under S.C. Code Ann. §§ 35-l-201(3)(C), (7), or (8); 35-1-202; 3 5- 1-40 1(b)(1)(D)

or (F); or 35-l-403(b)(l)(C), has been and is PERMANENTLY REVOKED.

V. REQUIREMENT OF ANSWER AND NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING

Respondent Soriano is hereby notified that she has the right to a hearing on the matters

contained herein. To schedule such a hearing, Respondent Soriano must file a written Answer

specifically requesting a hearing with the Securities Division within thirty (30) days after the

date of service of this Order to Cease and Desist. The written Answer must be addressed to:

The Office of the South Carolina Attorney General

Securities Division

Attn: Wanda Ealy

Post Office Box 1 1 549 „

Columbia, South Carolina 2921 1-1549

If Respondent Soriano requests a hearing, the Division, within fifteen (15) days after

receipt of a request in a record from Respondent Soriano, will schedule the hearing for

Respondent Soriano.
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In the written Answer, Respondent Soriano, in addition to requesting a hearing, shall

admit or deny each factual allegation in this Order, shall set forth specific facts on which

Respondent Soriano relies, and shall set forth concisely the matters of law and affirmative

defenses upon which Respondent Soriano relies. If Respondent Soriano is without knowledge or

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of an allegation, she shall so state.

Failure by Respondent Soriano to file a written request for a hearing in this matter within the

thirty-day (30) period stated above shall be deemed a waiver by Respondent Soriano of the right

to such a hearing. Failure by Respondent Soriano to file an Answer, including a request for a

hearing, shall result in this Order, including the stated civil


