








g. The coordinating bank for Imperia’s investment scheme is “a european (sic) 100

top premium bank with first class ranking!”
12. Imperia’s website openly states that Imperia has sought to avoid a heavily regulated
environment for securities transactions, and is not registered with the United States

- —Serygities gnd Exchanee Commission (“SEC™)
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promise of financial gain to those investors through no significant efforts of their own, by
means of various financial instruments which constitute “securities” under the laws of
South Carolina.

14. Respondent GWL solicited business from South Carolina residents in conjunction with
solicitations to open accounts with Imperia. Specifically, in published flyers, GWL

offered a “Flex Direct Visa® Credit Card for your Imperia Invest Depot Account”.
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month, and work like debit cards. GWL further purports that the cards are subject to






29. Respondent Imperia has previously been investigated by the Securities Commission of
the Bahamas, which issued a public advisory on April 20, 2009, informing the public that
Imperia’s securities activities in the Bahamas were unregistered and illegal.3
WHEREAS, the Respondents are offering “securities” within the meaning of S.C. Code

Ann. § 35-1-102(29); and
WHEREAS, Respondents Imperia and GWL acted as broker-dealers and/or issuers in

offering and selling securities in South Carolina; and
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Carolina or exempt from registration within the meaning of the Act; and
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The Respondents are hereby notified that they have the right to a hearing on the matters
contained herein. To schedule such a hearing, a Respondent must file with the Securities
Division, Post Office Box 11549, Rembert C. Dennis Building, Columbia, South Carolina
29211-1549, attention: Thresechia Navarro, within thirty (30) days after the date of service of
this Order a written Answer specifically requesting that a hearing be held to consider rescinding
the Order.

In the written Answer, the Respondent, in addition to requesting a hearing, shall admit or

deny each factual allegation of the Order, shall set forth specific facts on which the Respondent

relies._.and shall set_forth conciselv the matters of law and affirmative defenses unon which the
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belief as to the truth of an allegation, he shall so state.

Failure by a Respondent to file a written request for a hearing in this matter within the

thirtv (30) dav pneriod stated above shall be deemed a waiver by that Respondent of his right to



SO Ui Nya= 2010,

Michael S. Traynham
Attarnes: (ven

A coictant
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