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Initially, we note the question of whether a law enforcement officer has jurisdiction at a particular

location involves a fact-specific inquiry that cannot be answered in an advisory opinion. See e.g.

Op. S.C. Att’y Gen., 2020 WL 4365488 (S.C.A.G. July 23, 2020) (noting “any question ofwhether

a law enforcement officer has jurisdiction in a particular instance is a fact-specific question that a

court must determine”). As we have stated in prior opinions, “[b]ecause this Office does not have

the authority of a court or other fact-finding body, we are not able to adjudicate or investigate

factual questions.” Op. S.Tz
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S.C. Code Ann. §5-7-110.

In State v. Alexander', the Supreme Court of South Carolina explained:

1 424 S.C. 270, 275, 818 S.E.2d 455, 457-58 (2018).
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officers, regular or special, as may be necessary for the proper law enforcement in such

municipality and fix their salaries and prescribe their duties. Police officers shall be vested with

all the powers and duties conferred by law upon constables, in addition to the special duties

imposed upon them by the municipality.”). Generally, the jurisdiction of a municipal police officer

is limited to property within the corporate limits of the municipality.

“The jurisdiction of a municipal police officer, absent statutory authority, generally

does not extend beyond the territorial limits of the municipality.” State v. Harris,

299 S.C. 157, 159, 382 S.E.2d 925, 926 (1989) (footnote and citation omitted).

However, there are some exceptions to this general rule, including “[w]hen a law

enforcement officer responds to a distress call or a request for assistance in an

adjacent jurisdiction, the authority, rights, privileges, and immunities . . . applicable

to an officer within the jurisdiction in which he is employed are extended to and

include the adjacent jurisdiction.” S.C. Code Ann. § 17-13-45 (2014).

Any such police officers shall exercise their powers on all private and public

property within the corporate limits of the municipality and on all property owned

or controlled by the municipality wheresoever situated; provided, that the

municipality
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Gen., 2020 WL 4365488 (S.C.A.G. July 23, 2020) (noting “any question of whether a law

enforcement officer has jurisdiction in a particular instance is a fact-specific question that a court

must determine”). As we have stated in prior opinions, “[b]ecause this Office does not havedoes



Sincerely,

mcc

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY:

Robert D. Cook

Solicitor General
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Elizabeth McCann

Assistant Attorney General

law. It should not be read as an attempt to comment on any pending litigation or criminal

proceeding.


