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section 4-9-30(7) gives county councils the authority to employ and discharge
county personnel, but states “[t]his employment and discharge authority does not
extend to any personnel employed in departments or agencies under the direction
of an elected official or an official appointed by an authority outside county
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Office determined “with regard to the budgets of elected officials, county councils
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plain and unambiguous, “the text of a statute i is_considered the best evidence of the legislative
‘Hl _ .“' av- == l‘ i_ e = W=y 1_-;—7‘ X ] _ .
= ¥ —

In the first paragraph of section 4-9-33, the plain language of the statute allows the creation
of a county police department “which would duplicate or replace the law enforcement functions
of a sheriff.” S.C. Code § 4-9-33 (emphasis added). The use of the words “duplicate” and “replace”
strongly suggests the Legislature d1d not intend county police departments to prov1de new or

(“Duplicate- 1. Identically copied from an original; 2. Existing or growing in two corresponding
parts; double”) American Her1tage College D1ct1onary 1157 (3d. ed. 1993) (“Replace- .2.To
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