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In South Carolina, sheriffs are elected constitutional officers. S.C. Const, art. V, § 24. Our State
Constitution provides that the General Assembly shall provide by law for the duties of the office
of county sheriff. Id. This Office has consistently opined that a sheriff is the chief law enforcement
officer of a county. See e.g. Op. S.C. Att’y Gen., 2015 WL 3919079 (S.C.A.G. June 11, 2015);
Op. S.C. Att’y Gen., 2005 WL 774155 (S.C.A.G. March 1, 2005). Section 23-13-10 of the South
Carolina Code (2007) defines the relationship between sheriffs and sheriff’s deputies, providing:

The sheriff may appoint one or more deputies to be approved by the judge of the

circuit court or any circuit judge pre81d1ng therein. Such appointment shall be
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