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one electoral event in which just one set of eligible electors may vote, those that
were registered at least thirty days before the election. Therefore, in a primary
election, no one who was not registered to vote at least thirty days before the
primary election is eligible to vote in any runoff that may ensue, even if they
registered to vote more than thirty days before that runoff. To create such a system
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be the same as those for the primary election. With this in mind, the SEC presents
the following scenario and asks the Attorney General for his opinion:
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week interval after the primary election but before the primary runoff is conducted,
a person who was a qualified elector eligible to vote in the primary election contacts
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residence address to a location that is within the same county but outside the district
for which the primary runoff will be conducted. Will this voter still retain the right
to vote in that primary runoff?
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(A) The county boards of voter registration and elections ... shall be the judges of
the legal qualifications of all applicants for registration. The board is empowered
to require proof of these qualifications as it considers necessary.

Once a person is registered, challenges of the qualifications of any elector, except
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15-420 must be made in writing to the county board of voter registration and
elections in the county of registration. The board must, within ten days following
the challenge and after first giving notice to the elector and the challenger, hold a
hearing, accept evidence, and rule upon whether the elector meets or fails to meet

the qualifications set forth in Section 7-5-120.
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a ballot in a precinct where they previously were registered, but they no longer had a valid address
in that precinct at the time of the election.” The Court described how allowing an elector to vote
in a precinct in which he no longer resides violates the basic structure of our state election laws:

The use of precincts in our election process is a fundamental part of our statutory
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any election unless he shall be registered as herein required.”) and S.C. Code § 7—
5-120(A)(3) (Supp. 2005) (providing, as a qualification for registration, that the
prospective voter must be a resident of both the county and the precinct in which
he intends to vote); S.C. Code § 7-5-155(a)(3)(iii) (Supp. 2005) (requiring
registration board to reject any voter application from which the board cannot






Director Howard M. Knapp
Page 8
August 23, 2024

For voting purposes, in the case of a change of address of a qualified elector to
another address within the same county, the county board of voter registration and
elections shall correct the voting registration list accordingly, and the elector's name
may not be removed from the official list of eligible voters except as provided in
Section 7-5-330(F).
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program “must be completed no later than ninety days before the date of a statewide primary or
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