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assistance dog. A person who uses premises or facilities accommodations
accompanied by a dog under the authority of this item is liable for any damage
done to the premises or facilities by the dog.

S.C. Code Ann. § 43-33-20(d). Section 43-33-40 of the South Carolina Code (2015) makes it
unlawful for another person or his agent to deny or interfere with the rights of a blind or disabled
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guide dogs while they are engaged in training a dog.

You question whether basic obedience and/or house training qualifies as “the training of an
assistance or guide dog” under section 43-33-20. We note, chapter 33 of title 43 does not specify
the type of “training” being received by the assistance or guide dog to bring them under this
provision. Therefore, we turn to the rules of statutory construction.
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be directly related to the individual’s disability and may include, but are not
limited to:

(ii) alerting an individual who is deaf or hard of hearing;

iii) pulling a wheelchair;
(iv) assisting with mobility or balance;

(v) alerting others and protecting an individual if the individual is having
a seizure;
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(vii) alerting an individual to the presence of allergens;

(viii) providing physical support and assistance with balance and
stability to an individual with a mobility disability;

(ix) helping an individual with a psychiatric or neurological disability
by preventing or interrupting impulsive or destructive behaviors;

(x) reminding an individual with a mental illness to take his prescribed
medications;

(xi) calming an individual with post-traumatic stress disorder during an
anxiety attack; or

(xii) doing other specific work or performing other special tasks.

S.C. Code Ann. § 47-3-920(4)(a) (Supp. 2023) (emphasis added). These definitions make clear
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2. Are colleges and universities “places of public accommodations” that must grant access
to persons training service animals? If so, does that obligation to grant access apply to
our entire campus?

The right of disabled persons and trainers to be accompanied by an assistance or guide dog is
limited under section 43-33-20 to the places listed in section 43-33-20(b), which include:

common carriers, airplanes, motor vehicles, railroad trains, motor buses, street
cars, boats or any other public conveyances or modes of transportation, hotels,
lodging places, places of public accommodation, amusement or resort, and
other places to which the general public is invited, subject only to the conditions
and limitations established by law and applicable alike to all persons. . . .

S(L Code Ann§ 43332000 Colleges and universities are nat snecifically listad apd therefore .
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(2) any restaurant cafeteria, lunchroom, lunch counter, soda
fountain, or other facility pr1n01pally engaged in sellmg food for
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such facility located on the premises of any retail establishment,
or any gasoline station...

(C) “Supported by state action” means the licensing or permitting of any
estabhshment or any agent of an establishment listed above, subject to
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the confusion related to service animals and attempt to bring an animal into a
place that it would otherwise not be allowed to enter by passing off the pet,
therapy animal, or emotional support animal as a service animal, either by oral
misrepresentation, placement of a vest or other marking on the animal, or
presentation of a "certificate", despite knowing that it is not a service animal;
and

Whereas, some ¢companies mislead individuals into believing that thev will be 000
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The preamble to the 2019 amendments to Layla S Law clearly shows the Leglslature s intent to

385 S E 2d 369 374 (Ct App. 1989) (determining the preamble of an act can provide evidence of
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